IGCSE First Language English

Paper 1: Beavers

Read Text A, and then answer Questions 1(a-f) on the question paper.

Text A: Beaver Dams

To understand beavers and the dams they build, we must first picture a large, thick-furred rodent
living beside rivers, streams and ponds across North America, Europe and parts of Asia. Although
many rodents are small, a fully grown beaver can weigh as much as a medium-sized dog. Its
orange front teeth never stop growing, allowing it to gnaw through wood repeatedly, while its broad
tail helps it steer in water and warn others of danger. Awkward on land but swift in water, this
remarkable creature is well adapted to life on the riverbank.

These animals have long attracted human attention. For centuries, people hunted beavers for their
thick, waterproof fur, and some even used scented oil from their bodies in perfumes and
medicines. Yet there is a big difference between valuing an animal for what it can provide and
understanding the work it performs in nature, so why do beavers build dams in the first place, and
what effect do these structures have?

Scientists have identified several reasons. A beaver dam is usually built from branches, mud,
stones and tree trunks placed across a narrow stretch of water. By slowing the current, the animals
create a deeper pond around their lodge, the home where they raise their young. This surrounding
water acts as protection, making it harder for predators to approach unnoticed. Meanwhile, the
pond gives beavers easier access to bark, twigs and leaves, especially in winter, when food may
be stored underwater near the lodge.

At first glance, a beaver dam can look like a rough blockage rather than an important natural
structure. A walker returning after several months, however, might find the same stream strangely
altered. The quick line of water that once slipped between stones has begun to hesitate, spreading
into shallow pools where boots now sink into soft ground. Fine mud gathers in the slower water,
and green shoots appear along the edges as if the bank itself has loosened. Soon the place is
busier in quieter ways: insects skim the surface, frogs hide in the damp margins, and birds work
through reeds that were not there the year before.

At a reintroduction site, the success of a beaver dam may be clearest after rain, when water lies
calmly among the willows instead of racing away. For people farther downstream, that slower
movement can be reassuring, but the same stillness can change ordinary routines close to the
river. A farmer arriving the next morning may find that the edge of a field no longer holds the weight
of a vehicle, while the shallow channel beside it has become thick with mud, leaves and broken
stems. Footpaths bring another complication, because a tree chewed low and standing in softened
soil is no longer just part of the scenery. None of this makes the beaver’s return a failure; it means
the benefits arrive with some drawbacks that must be managed. This is why the return of beavers
is not uncomplicated.

Tantalisingly, scientists are still learning just how much these animals can alter an environment.
With nothing more than teeth, mud and branches, beavers reshape waterways on a surprising
scale, turning simple streams into living systems rich in shelter, water and life.
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Read Text B, and then answer Question 2 (a-b) on the question paper.
Text B: Return of the Beaver

Tom Harwood was checking a stream beside a Somerset field when he heard it first: a crack of
willow, then a heavy splash. He had come for a broken gate, not a wildlife encounter, yet there it
was, a beaver, glossy with water, hauling a branch with the steady confidence of an animal that
does not care who owns the land. Harwood is used to herons and deer at dusk, but this felt like a
small rebellion. ‘It was remarkable,” he said. ‘As if the river itself had woken up.’

You might be surprised that beavers are being reintroduced to parts of Britain. They were hunted
out long ago, and now wildlife groups are trying to undo that absence in selected places, not
everywhere and certainly not in neat little boxes on a map. The animals are health-checked,
transported carefully and watched after release, which sounds responsible because it is. It is also
expensive. It is slow work, too, with licences, surveys, meetings and the sort of paperwork nobody
posts on social media. And once they are in, the job is not over: projects rely on ongoing
monitoring, because you cannot simply set a pair of beavers free and hope for the best.

Supporters talk about ponds, wetter ground and a calmer flow of water, and they are not wrong, but
beavers are picky in their own blunt way. Put them somewhere without enough willow and other
woody food and they will wander. Give them crumbly banks, hard stone edges or heavily
engineered channels and there is little for them to dig into. Expect them to stay politely within a
narrow strip of habitat and you will be disappointed, because they spread if there is room. That is
why many schemes avoid the fastest, deepest stretches where water scours everything clean, and
why nobody sensible starts with built-up areas where there is no space for wetlands to grow
without immediately becoming a neighbour dispute.

Of course, the reshaping is the point. Beavers are often called a keystone species because their
habits make habitats for other creatures. Yet the same dams that create shallow pools can push
water onto nearby ground, and people notice when a field corner turns boggy. Burrows can loosen
banks, especially where livestock already press the edges. On small streams, some anglers mutter
about fish routes, and in farming country the older drains and ditches, designed to hurry water
away, can end up running sluggishly when the landscape begins to slow down.

Still, admiration does not remove the awkward facts. Beavers can fell ornamental trees, chew
through young plantings or damage commercially useful timber, and landowners do not have to be
villains to mind that. Britain is not empty, and rewilding cannot pretend it is. The sensible argument
is not that beavers cause no problems, but that the problems are manageable in the right places,
with planning and patience. What irritates me is the idea that we must choose between tidy control
and wild chaos. Ariver that does some work for itself might be inconvenient, yes, but it can also be
exactly what an over-managed landscape needs.
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Read Text C, and then answer Question 3 and Question 4 on the question paper.

Text C: The Flood

In the winter of 2026, after weeks of hard rain, Katherine and her husband, Jeremy, were living in a
cottage beside a river in northern England. One evening, the river spilled over its banks and began
to creep across the meadow. The following text is about what they saw when beavers started
building in the floodwater.

Katherine reached the footbridge by dusk. To her surprise, people from the village were already
there, huddled in waterproof coats and sweeping torches over the dark water. Had everyone really
left their warm kitchens just to watch a flooded river? Some, who had been calling the beavers
clever engineers, leaned over the rail; others muttered about damage, expense and the bridge
road. At the same bend where dragged branches had been collecting for months, two beavers
were working in the current as calmly as builders arriving for a shift. Jeremy, just behind her, let out
a low whistle. The river they knew had widened into a slow, brown sheet, and yet the animals
seemed neither alarmed nor hurried.

The sight brought back the first odd changes she and Jeremy had noticed months earlier. Young
willows had been cut to neat points and pale wood lay scattered like peelings along the bank. At
first she blamed the weather, walkers, even careless children, until a farmer upriver mentioned
beavers. After that, signs seemed to multiply: muddy slides, prints like small wet hands and
children from the village hunting for tracks while adults grumbled about the mess.

Now the river itself looked changed. Under the hard rain it seemed monstrous, rolling past in thick,
tea-coloured folds. Whole branches spun like broken oars. Gardeners who had complained about
felled saplings stood beside anglers worrying over fish, while one landowner said such creatures
had no place in a managed landscape. The beavers ignored them all. They worked at the edge of
the force, vanishing into the heaving water and reappearing with willow rods clenched in their
orange teeth.

Katherine had not expected to find herself watching beavers in a storm, but this was not the first
time they had unsettled her idea of the river. By spring there had been more ducks on the new
pools, the bank had softened underfoot and saplings had seemed to vanish one by one. Jeremy
had begun to feel that some people were too quick to criticise before seeing the advantages. One
beaver slapped the surface with its tail, sharp as a cracked plank. The other wedged a branch into
a growing barrier and packed it with mud so dark and glossy it looked like wet clay.

By dawn, a drainage officer arrived, sent by a farmer who feared the bridge road would be lost. He
climbed the bank and tested the barrier with a long pole while Jeremy explained what they had
watched through the night. The dam was already catching debris and pushing overflow into an
older, marshy hollow, taking some of the punch out of the main current. Even some of the doubters
fell quiet at that. The officer checked the bridge supports, then nodded. “Leave it,” he said. “For
now, it's helping more than it harms.”

As neighbours drifted home for tea and sleep, Katherine stayed on the bridge with Jeremy,
breathing the cold air after rain. Beyond the dam, the water lay quieter, widened into a shallow pool
where weak light caught on the surface. The river no longer felt like a thing that simply passed their
cottage. It was being remade, branch by branch, before their eyes, and Jeremy realised the
beavers were strong, skilful natural engineers, reshaping the river for the better.

3
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Question 1

Read Text A, ‘Beaver Dams’, and then answer questions 1(a)-(f).

(a) According to paragraph 1, what type of animal is a beaver?

(b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by:

(i) ‘thick-furred’ (line 1)

(c) Reread paragraph 2 (‘These animals have long ... structures have?’).

Give two of the main ways in which beavers were used by humans in the past.

(d) Reread paragraph 3 (‘Scientists identified ... lodge.’).

Identify two reasons why beavers build dams.
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(e) Reread paragraphs 4 and 5, ‘At first glance ... not uncomplicated.’

(i) What impressions does the writer give of the changes caused by a beaver dam?

3]
(i) Explain why the return of beavers is described as ‘not uncomplicated’.
....................................................................................................... 3]
(f) Reread paragraph 6 (‘Tantalisingly ... life.’).
(i) Why does the writer use the word ‘tantalisingly’ (line 30) rather than the word
‘interestingly’ to describe what scientists are learning?
....................................................................................................... [2]
(i) Explain what the writer suggests about beavers in the phrase: ‘With nothing more
than teeth, mud and branches’ (line 31).

3]
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Question 2

Read Text B, Return of the Beaver, in the insert and then answer Question 2(a) and 2(b).

Question 2

(a) According to Text B, what are the concerns and limitations connected with rewilding
beavers in Britain?

Use continuous writing (not note form) and use your own words as far as possible.
Your summary should not be more than 120 words.

Up to 10 marks are available for reading and up to 5 marks for writing.
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(b) Assess the writer’s attitude towards the rewilding of beavers in Britain.

Use three details from Text B to support your answer. [5]
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Question 3

Read Text C, The Flood, in the insert and then answer Questions 3(a) — (d) on this question
paper.

(a) Identify a word or phrase from the text which suggests the same idea as the words in
bold:

(i) People were standing very close together.

(i) The river had spread out.

(b) Use your own words to explain what the writer means by each of the words in bold:

After that, signs seemed to multiply: muddy slides, prints like small wet hands and children from
the village hunting for tracks while adults grumbled about the mess.

) TR 7L Lo /2 [1]
(1) HUNEING « e e e [1
(i) GrUMDIEd ..o e [1]

Copyright © 2026 taughtly.co.uk



https://taughtly.co.uk/

IGCSE First Language English

Paper 1: Beavers

(c) Use one example from the text below to explain how the writer uses language to
describe the beavers at work in the floodwater.

Use your own words in your explanation.

‘The beavers ignored them all. They worked at the edge of the force, vanishing
into the heaving water and reappearing with willow rods clenched in their
orange teeth.’
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(d) Choose three powerful words or phrases from the extract below to analyse how the
writer uses language to describe the atmosphere.

The dam was already catching debris and pushing overflow into an older,
marshy hollow, taking some of the punch out of the main current. Even some
of the doubters fell quiet at that. The officer checked the bridge supports, then
nodded. “Leave it,” he said. “For now, it's helping more than it harms.”
As neighbours drifted home for tea and sleep, Katherine stayed on the bridge
with Jeremy, breathing the cold air after rain. Beyond the dam, the water lay
quieter, widened into a shallow pool where weak light caught on the surface.
The river no longer felt like a thing that simply passed their cottage. It was
being remade, branch by branch, before their eyes, and Jeremy realised the
beavers were strong, skilful natural engineers, reshaping the river for the
better.

Write about 200 to 250 words.

Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer. [10]
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Question 4

Re-read Text C, The Flood, in the insert and then answer Question 4 on this question paper.

(4) You are Jeremy. A few days later, you are interviewed on a local radio programme
about the flood and the beavers. The presenter asks the following three questions
only:

e Can you describe the changes you and Katherine had noticed along the river
before the flood?

e How did people in the village react to the beavers, and what did you think
about these reactions?

¢ What did watching the beavers during the flood make you realise about them?

Use your own words to write Jeremy’s responses to each of the interviewer’s
questions.

Write about 250 to 300 words.

Up to 10 marks are available for reading and up to 10 marks for writing. [20]
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Paper 1: Beavers

Question 1(a)-(f): Mark Scheme

Question

Answer

IGCSE First Language English

Marks

According to paragraph 1, what type of animal is a beaver?

e rodent

Use your own words to explain what the text means by:
‘thick-furred’ (line 1):
Award 2 marks for full explanation (both strands).

Award 1 mark for partial explanation.
Credit alternatives explaining the whole phrase.
« thick: dense / heavy / plentiful

* furred: hair / coat / pelt

Do not accept ‘fur’ by itself — must give a synonym.

1(b)(ii)

Use your own words to explain what the text means by:

‘Awkward on land’ (lines 5-6):

Award 2 marks for full explanation (both strands).

Award 1 mark for partial explanation.

Credit alternatives explaining the whole phrase.
» awkward: clumsy / ungainly / not graceful

+ on land: on dry ground / out of the water

Reread paragraph 2 (‘These animals have long ... structures have?’).

Give two of the main ways in which beavers were used by humans in
the past.

Award 1 mark for each idea, up to a maximum of 2.
* hunted for thick, waterproof fur

» used scented oil from their bodies in perfumes and/or medicines
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Question

Answer

Marks

1(d)

Reread paragraph 3 (‘Scientists identified ... lodge.’).

Identify two reasons why beavers build dams.

Award 1 mark for each idea, up to a maximum of 2.

* to slow the current and create a deeper pond

» for protection: water makes it harder for predators to approach unnoticed
* to give easier access to food such as bark, twigs and leaves

* to store food underwater near the lodge, especially in winter

1(e)(i)

What impressions does the writer give of the changes caused by a
beaver dam?

Award 1 mark for each idea, predominantly in own words, up to a
maximum of 3.

o the dam is more significant / complex / important than it first
appears

¢ the changes happen slowly / gradually / aren’t immediate / take
many months

o the water is slowed / held back / less fast-moving

¢ new plant life appears / new animal life appears / the area becomes
more diverse with animal / plantlife

Do not credit vague answers such as it changes the stream, it helps
nature, or it is good for animals without further explanation.

Do not credit simple copying of isolated details, such as frogs hide or birds
work through reeds, unless linked to the wider idea of new wildlife or a
richer habitat.

1(e)(ii)

Explain why the return of beavers is described as ‘not
uncomplicated’.

Award 1 mark for each idea, predominantly in own words, up to a
maximum of 3.

¢ land near the river may become wet for vehicles / unable to hold the
weight of heavy farming machinery / restricts farming access

e channels may need clearing / mud, leaves and stems blocking
channels /

o footpaths may become unsafe / gnawed trees may fall on footpaths

Do not credit: water moving more slowly downstream / the dam being
successful

Do not credit vague answers, such as it causes problems or people have
to manage it without explaining the specific difficulty
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Question | Answer Marks
1(f)(i) Reread paragraph 6 (‘Tantalisingly ... life.’). 2
Why does the writer use the word ‘tantalisingly’ (line 30) rather than
the word ‘interestingly’ to describe what scientists are learning?
Award 1 mark for each idea, up to a maximum of 2.
* suggests the discovery is tempting or teasing, making the reader curious
« implies there is still mystery: not everything is known yet
* ‘interestingly’ sounds more neutral, whereas ‘tantalisingly’ is more exciting
1(f)(ii) Reread paragraph 6 (‘Tantalisingly ... life.’). 3

Explain what the writer suggests about beavers in the phrase:

‘With nothing more than teeth, mud and branches’ (line 31).

Award 1 mark for each idea, up to a maximum of 3.
*» beavers use simple, natural materials such as mud and branches

« they rely on their own bodies, especially teeth, rather than tools or
machines

* despite this simplicity, they can build effectively and change waterways;
they are resourceful and ingenious
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Question 2(a)

Indicative reading content

The relevant ideas are listed below in the order they first appear in the text:

rewilding can only happen in selected places / not everywhere

rewilding projects are expensive

rewilding is slow work

projects depend on ongoing monitoring / you cannot just release beavers and leave

them

beavers need enough willow and other woody food or they will wander

6. Some landscapes (crumbly banks, hard stone edges or heavily engineered channels)
are poor for digging / burrowing

7. beavers need room to spread *

8. fastest, deepest stretches are unsuitable

9. built-up areas leave no space for wetlands / may cause neighbour disputes

10. dams can push water onto nearby ground / make land boggy

11. burrows can loosen banks

12. on small streams, dams may affect fish routes

13. old drains and ditches can run sluggishly / drainage can be disrupted

14. beavers can fell ornamental trees / chew through young plantings / damage

commercially useful timber

N

o,

Table A, Reading (10 marks)

Level | Marks | Description

5 9-10 Wide range of relevant ideas selected; consistently well-focussed on the task,
with a clear overview.

4 7.8 Good range of relevant ideas selected; mainly well-focussed, with some
sense of overview.

3 5 6 Some relevant ideas included, but focus may slip; may include repetition or
some extra material.

2 34 Basic understanding shown; selection may be uneven or too general.

1 1-2 Limited understanding; little relevant selection and weak focus on the task.

0 0 No creditable content.

Table B, Writing (5 marks)
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Level | Marks | Description

3 4-5 Clear, fluent expression; ideas organised effectively; concise use of suitable
vocabulary with minimal copying.
Generally clear expression; organisation is sometimes effective; may miss

2 2-3 . , )
chances to be concise and may lean on the text’s wording.

1 1 Lacks clarity and control; weak organisation; obvious lifted sections.

0 0 No creditable content.

Mark scheme for part (b)

Question 2(b) (5 marks)
Use the Marking Criteria for Question 2(b) (Table C, Reading).

Responses might use the following

Indicative reading content

”,

o awed / excited by the return of beavers: “It was remarkable”; “the river itself had

woken up”; “small rebellion”

”, W

o admiring of beavers themselves: “glossy with water”; “steady confidence”; “does not
care who owns the land”

e passionate about their ecological value: “a keystone species”; “their habits make
habitats”; “the reshaping is the point”

¢ regretful about past human damage: “hunted out long ago”; “undo that absence”

e supports active human involvement / responsibility: “trying to undo that absence”;

", &

“health-checked, transported carefully and watched after release”; “planning and
patience”

e pragmatic / realistic about practical obstacles: “selected places”; “expensive”; “slow

work”; “ongoing monitoring”; “cannot simply set a pair of beavers free”

e cautious about limits and suitability: “not everywhere”; “without enough willow”; “little

for them to dig into”; “fastest, deepest stretches”; “built-up areas”

o respectful of beavers as living creatures with their own instincts, not controllable tools:

“picky in their own blunt way”; “they will wander”; “they spread if there is room”

e balanced / fair-minded / finds a middle ground: “Still, admiration does not remove

the awkward facts”; “do not have to be villains”; “manageable”; “in the right places”

o critical by simplistic thinking and false oppositions: “What irritates me”; “the idea that
we must choose”; “between tidy control and wild chaos”
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Table C, Reading (5 marks)

Level | Marks | Description

3 4-5 Clear understanding of the writer’s attitude, supported by relevant details from
the text (typically three distinct attitudes with well-chosen quotations).

5 2_3 Some understanding shown, with some supporting detail, but attitudes may be
vague, repeated, or unevenly supported.

1 1 Limited understanding; may assert a view with little or no appropriate textual
support.

0 0 No creditable content.
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3(a)
Accept cloze responses that repeat all or some of the question stem with the correct answer.

(i) huddled (line 2)
(i) widened (line 7)

3(b)
Accept any sensible equivalent phrasing; do not allow reuse of the original bold word in a
“definition”.

(i) multiply: increase / grew in number / became more numerous

(ii) hunting: searching / looking for / trying to find

(iii) grumbled: complained / muttered unhappily / spoke in an annoyed way

3(c)

Award marks for how clearly the candidate explains the effect of one chosen example from the
given sentence and links it to floodwater movement/impact.

Indicative points candidates might make include:

at the edge of the force: working right beside the strongest part of the flood; suggests
bravery, confidence, control, closeness to danger, refusal to be intimidated

vanishing into the heaving water: disappearing into violently moving floodwater; suggests
fearlessness, strength, skill, determination, ease in harsh conditions

willow rods clenched in their orange teeth: gripping branches tightly in their mouths;
suggests effort, purpose, physical power, concentration, hard work

Banding (holistic):

Marks | Description

4-5 Clear, well-focused understanding of how the language creates the effect

2-3 Some understanding, though general or partially developed

1 Limited understanding, brief or unclear

0 No creditable content.
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Marking criteria for Question 3(d) (10 marks)

Candidates must select three powerful words/phrases from the extract and analyse how each
choice contributes to the atmosphere on the bridge at dawn.

Reward: precise meaning in context, connotations, and effect.

Only credit comments on stylistic effect where these are explicitly linked to choices.

Responses might focus on words or phrases from the following:

Overview: Overall, the writer creates an atmosphere that shifts from tension and scrutiny to calm
reassurance, showing the beavers’dam as a powerful force for order, safety and renewal.

o catching debris: trapping loose material or rubbish; suggests protection, filtering, efficiency

¢ taking some of the punch: reducing force or impact; river personified as violent, danger
being softened, threat controlled

¢ doubters fell quiet: critics stopped speaking; indicates shifting opinion, reluctant
acceptance, growing respect

o checked the bridge supports: examined carefully; caution, responsibility, tension before
decision

e Leave it: firm instruction to not interfere; authority, decisiveness, confidence in the dam

o drifted home: moved away slowly; calm returning, tension easing, exhaustion after
vigilance

¢ cold air after rain: sharp, fresh atmosphere; aftermath, clarity, emotional cooling, sense of
renewal

e water lay quieter: calmer, less forceful water; peace restored, threat diminished, balance
regained

e weak light caught: faint light reflecting; tentative hope, fragile calm, transition from danger
to safety

¢ remade, branch by branch: rebuilt gradually and carefully; slow transformation, patience,
constructive change

¢ natural engineers: skilled builders in nature; intelligence, capability, respect for the
beavers

¢ reshaping the river: altering its course or form; long-term change, improvement, harmony
between nature and environment
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Banding (holistic)

Level | Marks Description

Analysis adds meaning and associations to precisely selected words/phrases
and demonstrates the writer’s reasons for using them.

5 9-10 L : - . o
Explains images with some precision and imagination.

Clear understanding of the writer’s use of language.

Some analysis of carefully selected words and phrases offers secure
explanations of meanings within the context of the text.

Begins to identify and explain images.

Some understanding of the writer’s use of language.

Chooses appropriate words and phrases.
3 5-6 Mostly explains meanings of words.

Attempts to suggest and explain effects are basic or general.

Chooses words and phrases that communicate less effectively within the
context of the text.

2 3-4 Explanations repeat the language of the original and/or are general, slight or
only partially effective.

Correctly identifies linguistic devices.

Choice of words is rarely relevant.

Comments offer limited evidence of understanding.

0 0 No creditable content.
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Mark scheme for Question 4
Notes on the task

Candidates should select ideas from Text C and develop them, supporting what they write
with details from the text. Look for an appropriate register for a radio interview, and a clear,
balanced response that addresses all three bullet prompts using the candidate’s own words.

Annotate:
e A1 for references to the changes noticed before the flood
e A2 for reactions from people in the village and Jeremy’s view of them

o A3 for what Jeremy realises after watching the beavers during the flood

Indicative reading content
A1: the changes you and Katherine had noticed along the river before the flood

o trees had been cut down / damaged (det. young willows cut to neat points; felled
saplings) [dev. showed clear, deliberate animal activity rather than natural damage]

o wood was left scattered around (det. pale wood scattered like peelings) [dev. made the
riverbank look disturbed and untidy]

e branches were being gathered in one place (det. dragged branches collecting in the
same bend) [dev. suggested the beavers were building something, not acting randomly]

o clear signs of beavers appeared (det. muddy slides; prints like small wet hands; a farmer
mentioned beavers) [dev. confirmed what was causing the strange changes]

o the shape and feel of the riverbank changed (det. more ducks; new pools; softened
banks; saplings vanishing one by one) [dev. the landscape was being gradually reshaped
by the animals]

A2: how people in the village reacted to the beavers, and what you thought about these
reactions

e« some villagers admired them (det. called them clever engineers) [dev. these people
respected the beavers’ skill and usefulness]

o some focused on the damage (det. others saw only damage and expense; adults
grumbled about the mess; gardeners complained about felled saplings) [dev. they judged
the animals mainly by how they affected property]

o some worried about wildlife and land management (det. anglers worried about fish; a
landowner said such creatures had no place in a managed landscape) [dev. they disliked
losing control over the environment]

e some became curious and excited (det. children began hunting for tracks) [dev. the
beavers made the area feel more interesting and alive]

e opinions began to shift when benefits appeared (det. more ducks on the new pools)
[dev. Jeremy would feel some people were too quick to criticise before seeing the
advantages]

10
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A3: what watching the beavers during the flood made you realise about them

they stayed calm and focused (det. worked in the current as calmly as builders arriving
for a shift; neither alarmed nor hurried) [dev. they seemed confident, experienced and
suited to these conditions]

they were strong and hardworking (det. dragged branches; vanishing into the heaving
water and reappearing with willow rods clenched in their teeth) [dev. they were determined
and physically powerful]

they were skilful builders (det. wedged a branch into a growing barrier and packed it with
mud) [dev. the dam was carefully constructed, not just a pile of sticks]

their dam was actually useful (det. catching debris; pushing overflow into an older,
marshy hollow; taking some of the punch out of the main current) [dev. they were helping
control the flood rather than making it worse]

they were changing the river for the better (det. the water lay quieter; the river was being
remade, branch by branch) [dev. Jeremy would realise the beavers were natural engineers
and should be respected]

Reading mark bands (10 marks)

Use a 5-level banded judgement focusing on: range of relevant ideas, development, integration of
supporting detail, and how convincingly all three bullets are covered in an appropriate voice.

Writing mark bands (10 marks)

Use a 5-level banded judgement focusing on: style and register for a radio interview, organisation
and sequencing, vocabulary range and precision, and control for audience and purpose.

11
Copyright © 2026 taughtly.co.uk



https://taughtly.co.uk/

Paper 1: Beavers IGCSE First Language English

Find more like this on https://taughtly.co.uk

Full 2027 Paper 1 scheme of work for teachers with more sample papers available on my premium

resources.

Find me on YouTube with lessons for 2027 IGCSE FLE: https://youtube.com/@taughtly
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Read Text A, and then answer Questions 1(a-f) on the question paper.

Text A: Beaver Dams

To understand beavers and the dams they build, we must first picture a large, thick-furred -
living beside rivers, streams and ponds across North America, Europe and parts of Asia. Alth
many rodents are small, a fully grown beaver can weigh as much as a medium-sized do.g "sough
orange front teetf) never stop growing, allowing it to gnaw through wood repeatedly, while.ns -
tail helps it steer in water and warn others of danger. Awkward on land but swift in water, this a
remarkable creature is well adapted to life on the riverbank. '

Thgse animals haye long attracted human attentionFor centuries, people | ._. beavers for their
TRy Vi .. .., and some even used 2/ from their bodies in ~ 2 and

e _A:.M.f_Yet there is a‘ big difference between valuing an animal for what it can provide and
rderstanding the work it performs in nature, so why do beavers build dams in the first place, and

what effect do these structures have?

Scientists have identified several reasons. A beaver dam is usually built from branches, mud
stones and tree trunks placed across a narrow stretch of water. By slowing the current, the alnimaIS

create @ d around their lodge, the home where they | .-« g This surrounding [
water acts as, | .cn, making it harder for . _._is to aporoach unnoticed. Meanwhile, the
zond gives beavers easier access fopd _ . .licaves, especiallyin  lur,when,  may

e . underwater near the lodge. © 3

e e et T G s

At first glance, a beaver dam can look like @ rough blockage rather than an impgftanynatural
structure. A walker returning - =T meaths, however, might find the sarge str# strangely
altered. The quick line of water that once slipped between stones has L _. . Ry kte, spreading

nk into soft ground. Fine mud gathers in the s ~ star,

into shallow pools where boots now Si
M - 51001, appear along the edges as if the bank itself has loosened. Soon the place is

' busier in quieter ways: 1 skim the surface, ¢ 5 hide in the damp margins, an¢ v! Js work

through reeds that were , i = Le year before. animal (A,ft/

At a reintroduction site, the success of a beaver dam may be clearest after rain, when water lies

calmly among the willows instead of racing away. For people farther downstream, that slower -

movement can be reassuring, but the same stillness can i e -y roding: close to the ﬁ ‘ﬂj}

river. 4, o3 iying the next morning may find that the edge of a | no longei holds the weight
@7 .3l beside it has become { . tiud, leaves and broken

of a vehicle{ while the shallow
stems. I ' =7 bring another complication, because a "+ \ed low and standing in softened
kes the beaver's return a failure; it means

soil is no fonger just part of the scenery. None of this ma
the benefits arrive with some drawbacks that must be managed. This is why the return of beavers

?ueﬁ-ungomplicated.
(Wscientists are still learning just how much these animals can alter an environment.
With Tiothing more than teeth, mud and branches, beavers reshape waterways on a surprising

scale, turning simple streams into living systems rich in shelter, water and life.
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Read Text B, and then answer Question 2 (a-b) on the question paper. f “\O

/
/

Text B: Return of the Beaver

Tom Harwood was checking a stream beside a Somerset field when he heard it first: a crack of
willow, then a heavy splash. He had come for a broken gate, not a wildlife encounter, yet there it
was, a beaver, glossy with water, hauling a branch with the steady confidence of an animal that
does not care who owns the land. Harwood is used to herons and deer at dusk, but this felt like -z~
small rebellion. ‘It was remarkable,’ he said. ‘As if the river itself had woken up.” CJ" = re5

it
You might be surprised that beavers are being reintroduced to parts of Britain. They were =, .~ J
out long ago, and now wildlife groups are trying to . . that absence in selected places, not
everywhere and certainly not imneat little boxes on a map. The animals are health-checked,

DUstsTB social medts once they are in, the job is not over: projects rely on ongoing
vecause you cannot simply set a pair of beavers free and hope for the best. g
. r— "Uﬂeofp /1/, Ur P

Supporters talk about ponds, wetter ground and a calmer floy of water, and they are not wrong, but

beavers are pickf.in theigjown hlunt way. Put them somewhgre without enough willow and other
woody foodand they wi Give them crumbly banks hard stone edges or heavily
| engineered channels and“thers s4ittle for them to dig into. E¥,_zct them to stay politely within a
narrow strip of habitat and ;. u will be disappomtet-tecause the ' spread if there is room. That is:;l
d

why many.schemes avoid the fastest, deepgst stretches wherg water scours everything clean, an

~Wwhy nobody sensible starts with built-up.azdas where there is no space for wetlands to ¢
AV wi 5 === . . 3 ;» N\ Y AN S
G~ without ln}gwedié‘ggiy‘be 1m|ng agfeighbour disput ﬁlmmh o f

g [ AaU2 [ere
Of courseﬂ\’eghaping is the point. Beavers are often called-a kaystone spegies-ec:

habits make habitats for other creatures. Yet the same dams that create allow poglk !
water onto nearby ground, and people notice when a field corner turnsfs 0ggy. Burfows can loosen

banks, espesially where livestock z gady press the edges. On small streams, some anglers mutter
Labou and in faging coun)ry ﬁ}e older drains and ditches, designed to hurry water

away, tamend up running(sluggishlyvhen the landscape ke oy down.

) N (1

Still, admiration does not removett& awkward facts =’.~ an-fe lchew

through young plantings or damage commercially useful timber, and landowaTs do not have to be

villains to mind that. Eritain is not empty, and rewilding cannot pretend it is. The sensible argument

is not that beavers cause no problems, but that the problems are 1, ianageable in the right places.

with planning and patience. What ir-itates me is the idea that we must choose between tidy Lontrol

and wild chaos. A river that does some gdrk for ltgelf might be inconvenient, yes, but it cay’also be

exactly what an over-managed lgndscape needs. N\ == Aw o~
] frupred Y21 9/

L2

P refpiibe
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ead Text C, and then answer Question 3 and Question 4 on the questron paper

Text C: The Flood \4

In the winter of 2026, after weeks of hard rain, Katherine and her husband, Jeremy, were living in a
cottage beside a river in northern England. One evening, the river spilled over its banks and began
to creep across the meadow. The following text is about what they saw when beavers started

building in the floodwater. dU \&,\& M\‘:\L} Qﬂ} azw
\

Katherine reached the footbridge by dusk. To [ier surprise, p ople from the village were My
(\\5 Vhere, 1in waterproof coats and sweeging torches over the dark water. Had everyone really
o }Ieft their warm kitchens just to watch a flooded river? Some, who had been calling the beavers F‘ ad ,\H’S
g,{ ¢ . cngireers, leaned over the rail; ¢ ~re | wiie o about 1am c\r,,enne and the bridge W‘M
= road. At the same bend where dragged »-~-V . ' X farmentl 5, two beavers ,\(,li""‘L
were working inthe currentas .~ ' .. Lo a "vrng ora shuft Jeremy, just behind her, let out
a o utusile. The river they knew had . U= - lntoa slow, brown sheet, and yet the animals

4|
seemed ; _ith. - ._uinea nor huried. e o S bdled buld omp W' o
‘The sight brought back the ﬂrst odd changes she and Jeremy had noticed months earlier. IC f

4,,,1

: hed be “0nea., andpalew ' <" 'ike peelings along the bank. At
6 first she blamed the weather, walkers, even careless children, until a farmer upriver mentioned
d‘ beavers. After that, signs seemed to multiply: = ** "1.: I ke small wet hands and 1

0 children from the village hunting fo 1 n&edadults grumbled ab ut th r Prgv&( &th

((‘ w the river itself looked changed. Under the hard rain |t seemed monstrous rolling past in thrck =
tea-coloured folds. Whole branches spun like broken oars. &aiaeners who had complained about I@( /, ﬂ\
\ felled saplings stood beside auyiers worrying over fish, while one landowner said such creatures ’
had ho place in @ managed landscape. The beavers =~~~ = | alj They worked atth i ’
"= Uive, v "g into the heaving water and rec = cu iy with willow rods * | i :d in their O'U cf

orange teeth. gw f‘ljﬂ . e M(ﬂ/{ Ji M

u 3
Katherine had not expected to find herself watchrng beavers in a storm, but this was not the first 1
time they had unsettled her idea of the river. By spring there had been ( on the new WQ"\

pools, thet = nad¢ " odyiderfootand e~ ! ¢! 15 vanishong h\ oné. Jeremy N\“‘QJVP
had begu/m_g_f,eeuhal—somspeoplewer&\eu quick to criticise before seeing the advantages. One \.J\

b re's ~udihe sl aca with its tail, sharp as a‘cracked plank. The other wedged a branch lnto O‘M
a growing barrrer and packed it with mud: "= =%~ =" L5y it looked like wet clay.

\

q,

<§;

C?

0)0} dawn, a drainage officer arrived, sent by a farmer who feared the bridge road would be lost. He WM
climbed the bank and tested the barrier with a long pole while Jeremy explained what they had
watched through the night. The dam was already catching debris and pushing overflow into an \\
older, marshy hollow, taking some of the |. . _'. _. of the mair. current. Even some of the' douorej's“ U‘ Q«
«fell quiet at that. The officer checked the bndge sup orts, then nodded fiLeave it he said. “For _

f
nOW et iv\'r\ s o'y~ thz"l “ |"al'ms

S%f(
As nerghbours drifted home for tea and sleep, Katherine éfayed on the bridge with Jeremy,

breathing the cold air after rain. Beyond the dam, " vaner lay Juisler, widened into a shallow pool
where weak light caught on the surface. The river no longer felt like a thing that simply passed therr

cottage. It was being - . .. €. Wanch by branci * befare their eyes, anet ' ;emy rpghscd the
beavers were  “ng, s«ilfiil natural engineers, reshaping the river for the bet' sr. ‘VUM

3 YAjL
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e Bapeel. Beauers
Read Text A, 'Beaver Dams’, and then answer questions 1(a)-(f).
(a) According to pa Ojrapm , Wh © s abeaver? /
/
......................................................................................................... v i

(b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by Syﬂmfjmf
(i) ‘thick-furred (line 1) \/

et

(c) Reread parag hese animals have long ... structures have?’)/
U4

Give of the main /¢ in which beaver. et

. OIS uged. . &C..mﬁd(me..agm_ﬁezfmm?'

(d) Reread paragracientists identified ... lodge.").

Identify two reason@)eavers build dams.
~

.. okeepe pmd #vffade“fwgy ........



(i) What Lnlgressions dqes the writer give of the changes caused by a beaver dam?

ey

2x adj. SN

e
...........................................................

A anemad and plantlite . .....
8. Neer oS Sewved and cdmer

................. 3]
-~ i§ (omp “W g

(ii) Explainwhy the - -f ceavers is described as ‘not uncomplicated’. i€ f‘lCuLw'

8 Felds 1y ng igngo; hold wecoht of . fpan; S
\thathen OCMAS?WC/W@W%C%@

._PREpURS pand lanpedes vt faing tras

(f) Reread paragraph 6 (‘Tantalisingly ... life.").

() Why does the writer use the word ‘tantalisingly’ (line 30) rather than the word

‘interestingly’ to describe what scientists are learning?

/
y 4
(V4

— Qmwmwhm/«ate@cwwwﬁ @

(ii) Explain what the writer suggests about beavers in the phrase: ‘With nothing more
- ]

than teeth, Mﬁ%es’ (line 31).
, _ RN
. ST, .f...JmAz...a@...C/sz... 20 QT Mate

L., S

R g
i o

—ttadl. 1K, demandbanrg (heo

ipsinl. . and.. Arche CRfval | K a4 il oy
Xan st T Thay Art bt idesp. Ompci @
Inuthres wih aty pimad wdhndt and fhes botis




IGCSE First Language English

Read Text B, Return of the Beaver, in the insert and then answer Question 2(a) and 2(b).

L @oem{
Question 2 wern 5 I g a4 (Jaﬂtd'r
J J
(a) Accordingtc Text8, what are the concerns and limitations connected with rewilding
beavers i Brltaln o A —_—

po Senken@) § prropraghs

Use continuous writing (not note form) and use your own words as far as possible.
R —————

———

E
|
:
Your sum should not be more than 120 words.
Up @re available for readmg and up to 5 marks for writing. \/OM d -
\O (d\f’\(f Ssjno—hg'/rlf [15] J»
1 4 | Clegr Fludrd L
) \ Y/ = | &

Sonden0

‘:and...Cm ........... WIS Mane/ Aa {a/\/Wk
Lhif, but.. MV&J
?\MZA

ouéenden
” fbamd hie

. \/w

7
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they chewm T ———

| jmmdrmﬂ(mf@(@\e{pw%w&m%
- L .
\ nW - el coectbl ol -

, \PCL
g 1
/

/ - i
(b) Assess the wriler's attitude towards the rewilding of beavers in Britain.
Yl N Smp—
U@é details from Text B to support your answer. (5]
/f . B Cr 000 'i),"u“';‘g‘"‘ "; {i‘,\'r‘ ; v‘ /"' /)

ol Sla ,,/" / e - \ f (1] Y |
cAntud€ e | JUI o B

= ”
S , J ;
/
/

! \Q‘fj ret il ‘ " apen ce
|

. , roor Clie ¥/ renhagome!

f?ﬂjM &Z.é{ / ﬂll:}'{ . “jn@ewdf ﬁﬁ(ﬁj Condl - ..
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_BEWM

Read Text C, The Flood, in the insert and then answer Questions 3(a) - (d) on this question

paper.

(a) tify a word or phrase from the text which suggests the same idea as the words in

P

e

(i) People we@ew close together.
hudd o4

bold:

(ii) ~ The river had spread out.

..............................
................

(b) Use your own words to explain what the writer means by each of the words in bold:

After that, signs seemed to ""~"y: muddy slides, prints like small wet hands an
"1y for tracks while adults =’ “3d about the mess.

the village *

(i)  Multiply .

(i)  Hunting ..

(iii)  Grumbled

...............................

.............................

d children from
.......................... o C 00080 0 00BN o (1]
ho nd/.
............. , (1]
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() g |- )

<% "2 from the text below to explain how the writer uses language to
chbethe i

(c)
des beavers at work in the floodwater.

Use your own words in your explanation.

| A
The= : ‘onored them all. They worked at the =+ =% 'y o =s
3(,,, Wiy 7' the neavinno weter and - g iow rods clenched (f'

orange eeth.’ .

Vs

1.0F.. 40 béauer .. bhecs Shrergth

/

Condroms . . They 1Yk Wt ey ddopeen.

......................................................................................................

10
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(d) Choose powerful words or phrases-froy the extract below to analyse how the
writer uses language to describe e i) the bridge atdewn

& 20N

The dam was already catching debris and pushing overflow intg)?n older,
marshy hollow, taking some of .t "te main currenXEven some

of the doubters fell quiet at that. The officer checked the bridge supports, then
nodded. “Leave it," he said. “For now, it's helping more than it harms.”

As neighbou? drifted home for tea and sleep, Katherine stayed on the bridge

with Jeremy, & <=« .. “ain. Beyond the dam, the water lay
quieter, widened into a shallow pool where y= =" " "' © eanana o Tane

The river no longer felt like a thing that simply passed thei?.cottage. ltwas

beingh - =+ =5y Biench, before their eyes, and Jeremy realised the
beavers were ¢ <T@ engineers, ¢ YT Ve fordthe
The

ol

Write about 200 to 250 words.

Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer.

[10]

...................

O 00t bnidge pter tro_boavtss dam hon

Copyright © 2026 faughtly.co.uk

% \J"A




IGCSE First Language English

12
Copyright © 2026 taughtly.co.uk




IGCSE First Language English

o i
hW/igds

MW S -
Re-read Text C, The Flood, in the insert and then answer Question 4 on fhis, questi \
Wy LR uestion paper.

(4) You are A few days later, you are interviewed on a local radio programme
h 1

about the~fleod and the beavers. The presenter asks the following three questions
only: S A
e\ describe the changes.you and Katherine had noticed along the river ‘<

c@fl , e flood?

I W=
\‘&U Qg\‘ « How did people in the village react to the beavers, and what did you think
\,Q_&\ about tth? . G |

questions. ,
Write abdut 250 to 300 words e \
Up to 10 marksare available for reading and up to 10 marks for writing. Sﬁ/l[‘z"(ﬁ
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§ M wuidj slider o bne pacy pands .

Inrawer: How ded e peape in e vill age

otk o e beaats, and wWhat ded yo Ve
QUhonk  hem  reA0RmMS?

!eﬂmj . I was o read rmw.d bag. The Chuldren

Xahed, Of Coase, and wselt Mmq) b

(racks. Thay ' Sapmed MW (h nature,
whiCh 1M Ul fox. Batler bhan Ay o4 an ool 1
Q) Tiaen, L)W V\M ‘ﬁdw omplane 8, wha jwot moaned:
Gho (4 the maMd, and the (l€an up (@17,
‘Jm bdnured abat pré)oe@’ ohd
b,«&, ordmatS o €0y Somg, Lke

ML UV\.PW@’ oand  admyred WUW—

@,\Smws We reppecred tnoa SEU = pluy hadped
mgleMmO;wmma,ar@d § 3

nats mly o Jdbol Quip? , 3

A s Wik dlid e bepros dwz?
bre Hodd make yor n@m twam?

(D 0Oh, WJI/ how Sicelled oy m@. m oo
ey mtk wax) ke 4 feat, ,
huntars and natire  alike . m m AMJ
Oaxcme (minvs  Phe JEDIS s mmm)
(90\/& uv\n;.\gme fulh O Complox IWM bullF

n! CEST | maean, e A NG r\eauf’
M?M I Ok Wbbish ' Cauvmd hne Hood
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