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2 hours, 80 marks:

Section A: directed writing (40 marks)

Read two articles and respond to the arguments, evaluating 
the ideas presented to you to create an 
argumentative/persuasive speech, letter or article.

Section B: composition (40 marks)

Choice of narrative OR descriptive writing

Paper 2 – 50%
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● Section A – 1 hour (10 minutes reading and planning, 45 minutes 
writing, 5 minutes proofreading)

● Section B – 1 hour (10 minutes planning, 45 minutes writing, 5 
minutes proofreading)

Split your time equally since both questions are worth 40 marks 
each.

Timings
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S23 grade boundaries

Max. A B C D E

21 80 55 49 43 36 30

22 80 55 49 43 36 30

23 80 55 49 43 36 30

You can’t get an A* on a single component, only overall
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S23 grade boundaries – %

A B C D E

21 55 49 43 36 30

% 69% 61% 54% 45% 38%



Section A
Direct Response
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● You will read two short texts that will offer differing opinions on a 
topic, usually for and against a particular issue

● In the past, the topics have been:

○ Listening to podcasts at work
○ Whether an individual can make real environmental change
○ Whether we should give gifts
○ Whether we should make New Year’s Resolutions
○ Whether online friendships are real

Direct Response

9



Copyright © 2024 taughtly.co.uk
10

Successfully evaluates implicit ideas; 
assimilates explicit details.

13-15

Reading marks – 15 marks

Developed, sophisticated

10-12
Detailed, relevant

Some successful evaluation of implicit 
ideas; includes a range of relevant 

explicit details

5-6
General

Selects and comments on explicit ideas; 
a general response with a few relevant 

ideas

7-9
Appropriate

Begins to evaluate explicit ideas, giving 
own opinion on the topic; includes 

relevant explicit ideas
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Evaluation is understanding the implicit attitudes, ideas or logical 
fallacies at the heart of the writer’s argument, and thereby giving an 
effective counterargument.

Essentially, it is an effective counterargument against the specific point 
a writer makes.

Cambridge will often have one side that they expect you to argue more 
than the other – not usually very balanced

What is evaluation?

11
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Example #1

What side does Cambridge expect you to argue?
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Example #2

What side does Cambridge expect you to argue?
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Example #3

What side does Cambridge expect you to argue?
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Practice question

15

Assumes you will be going 
on holiday, so isn’t against 

tourism

Look for issues in the texts 
that tourism can bring and 

consider ways to solve or 
improve these problems
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What are the two sides to the debate?

16
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Read Text A and Text B

● As you read, highlight the explicit details from 
both texts: what points do they make about 
tourism?

● Then, in the margins, begin to think of 
counterarguments or solutions to the issues 
raised in the articles.
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Explicit ideas:

Text A:

● too much tourism is detrimentally 
affecting the environment of and people 
who live in tourist hotspots

● tourism taxes can mean only the 
wealthy can travel to some areas

● over tourism affects different countries 
in various different ways

● there are benefits to tourism for some 
local people in some areas

● some local people don’t benefit from 
tourism/have less access to their culture 
as a result

Mark Scheme - Explicit

Text B:

● tourism has raised standard of living for 
locals and given

● employment opportunities / better facilities

● some facilities are focused on tourists, not 
locals

● some facilities lost / bought up for tourism

● costs for locals are high as a result of tourism

● some locals are hostile to tourism / feel 
alienated from their own cities

How could you evaluate these points?  
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Implicit ideas:

Young tourists should:

● change their behaviour in tourist areas / 
avoid crowded cities or streets to mitigate 
effects of tourism

● go only to places that would benefit from 
tourism

● use companies who contribute to local 
economies

● visit less popular tourist sites/ones hidden 
from mass media to avoid the effects of 
over-tourism on the local residents / 
destination (do not reward where the point 
is made for the benefit of the tourist)

Mark Scheme – Implicit (1/2)
● use genuine local businesses for services

● make sustainable decisions about transport, 
accommodation etc

Young tourists should not:

● visit tourist hotspots at peak times to help 
the local people (do not reward to make the 
holiday better for the tourist)

● visit places just because they’re on trend
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Implicit ideas:

Other ideas:

● cultures can be eroded / commercialized/become inauthentic / be ignored

● cities aren’t designed for fluctuating populations

● tourism is driven by greed, not cultural exchange

● over-tourism is bad for residents and tourists

● tourism needs to benefit both sides / benefits to locals inevitably come with costs

● tourist taxes are unfair to poorer tourists

Mark Scheme – Implicit (2/2)

Notice you need to have the mindset of considering how to improve the impact of 
tourism on communities rather than for the individual traveller’s own experience
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“More effective evaluation tended to 
challenge some ideas in the texts rather 
than reproduce them and to suggest an 
understanding of the need for the interests 
of the tourists, the local population and the 
environment to be better balanced.”

- Cambridge Examiner Report, Summer 2023
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Carefully structured with a wide range 
of precise vocabulary, highly effective 
register, and almost always accurate 

SPAG

22-25

Writing marks – 25 marks

Consistently accurate

18-21
Mostly accurate

Secure structure, wide range of 
vocabulary, effective register and 

mostly accurate SPAG

10-13
Serious errors

Copies structure of original text, 
simple vocabulary with copying, 
some appropriate register and 

frequent errors of SPAG

14-17
Frequent small errors

Generally well sequenced, adequate 
range of vocabulary, sometimes 
effective register and generally 

accurate SPAG
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● Voice – who are you writing as? Whose voice are you assuming?

● Audience – who are you writing to?

● Register – how formal or informal should your language be?

● Purpose – why are you writing? To discuss, persuade, argue, inform, entertain, 
describe, narrate, analyse?

● Format – what type of text have you been asked to write? A letter, magazine or 
a speech?

This is a method of helping you to decide on what writing style will work best for 
the task you are given.

VARPF

23
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What’s the VARPF?

24
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VARPF

25

Voice – not clear. 
Assume a journalist.

Audience – young 
people Purpose – to advise

Register – for young people, 
so can be more semi-formal 

and chatty

Register – to give advice, not 
to argue, so you should 

sound knowledgeable and 
not argumentative

Format – an article, 
usually more semi-

formal, bouncy, 
excitable tone
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● “Some attempted to engage the attention of their peers with some sense of 
shared values and interests, assuming some shared ground with the 
audience in wanting to enjoy the freedom and self-determination of a holiday 
without parents.”

● “Some high scoring responses used a more rhetorical style, presenting their 
arguments in an engaging way but making their case effectively and with 
some impact.”

● “At the highest level, responses were pitched at the level of a mature, 
environmentally responsible and socially aware young audience.”

- Cambridge Examiner Report, Summer 2023

What Cambridge say…
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● Ensure you are using paragraphs correctly and group by theme so you’re not 
copying the structure of the two texts

● Don’t copy words or phrases from the texts: always use your own words

● The tone is usually semi-formal and lively

● Don’t make up any facts or statistics – this won’t get you any evaluation points

● Avoid summarizing and agreeing – always probe and challenge the ideas in 
the texts

General advice
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Key Takeaways: Directed Writing

VARPF: voice, audience, 
register, purpose, format.

Don’t copy from the 
text. Use your own 

words.

Include explicit details 
from both texts.

Analyse the question to 
decide what 

perspective CAIE want 
you to have.

28

Be critical and 
probing of ideas.

Usually semi-formal 
but lively tone.

Speech, letter or 
article.

Use paragraphs to 
group your 
arguments.



Section B
Descriptive Writing
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Descriptions versus narratives

● Like a film

● Has a plot, a climax, dialogue and 
characterization

● Will also include some description but 
that’s not the main purpose of the writing

● Something happens

● Like a photograph

● No events, dialogue and very little 
characterization

● Your narrator can observe but not 
participate

● Nothing happens except for observation

● Can be some form of movement or 
change, e.g. you can walk through a 
park, you can watch the sunset

Descriptions Narratives

30
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• Many well-defined and developed 
ideas

• Convincing overall picture with 
varieties of focus

Band 6

Content and structure

Complex

Band 5
Developed

• Frequent, well-chosen images
• Mostly convincing picture

Band 3
Straightforward

• Task is addressed with a series of 
relevant but straightforward details

• May be more typical of a narrative

Band 4
Relevant

• Selection of relevant ideas, image 
and details

• May be tendency to write in a 
narrative style



Copyright © 2024 taughtly.co.uk
32

• Precise and effective vocabulary
• Range of sentence structures
• Almost always accurate grammar

Band 6

Style and accuracy

Consistently accurate

Band 5
Mostly accurate

• Mostly precise vocabulary
• Mostly varied sentences
• Mostly accurate grammar, some 

minor errors

Band 3
Serious errors

• Simple vocabulary and sentence 
structures

• Frequent grammar errors, some 
serious

Band 4
Frequent small errors

• Some precise vocabulary
• Some variety of sentences
• Frequent small errors
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● Zoom out – long shot: describe the whole scene in detail and mention 
something that you will return to at the end of your description.

● Zoom in: pick one detail, make it symbolic, and describe it in depth. This could 
be a good opportunity for an extended metaphor.

● Change perspective: imagine the scene through the eyes of somebody who is 
there – what are they feeling?

● Zoom in again: pick another symbolic detail to describe in depth. Pick 
something contrasting to your earlier symbol.

● Emotional ending: finally circle back to something mentioned in your opening 
paragraph, highlighting the emotional atmosphere.

Five paragraph structure

33
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Circular description

● Return to a recurring image or motif 
throughout the description, creating a sense 
of unity and continuity.

● Ensure you start and end on the same image –
but perhaps something has changed since 
the start or perhaps this image has now taken 
on a second meaning

34
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Write a description 
with the title, 
“A Special Place –
Inside and Out”.

October/November 2023 (0500/N23)



Zoom out



Zoom in - symbol



Change perspective



Zoom in again – contrasting symbol



Emotional ending – circle back
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● Check you are using paragraphs correctly; using the five paragraph structure 
will ensure this!

● Try to link your paragraphs together, so they don’t sound like five disconnected 
images.

● Consider how a camera would logically move through a space.

● Think of what tone or atmosphere you’re trying to create.

● Avoid being narrative: don’t have named characters, dialogue or actions 
happening. Simply observe.

● You’re gaining marks for having developed imagery, so make sure you 
describe each of your images in detail and depth.

General advice
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Ways in which descriptive writing can be improved:

● try to avoid clichéd scenarios and consider a more individual and original 
selection of content

● choose a scenario which gives you a range of details on which to focus

● keep your focus on details which will help you evoke a particular atmosphere

● write sentences with proper verbs and do not switch tenses

● use vocabulary precisely: complex words used imprecisely do not help your 
style

- Cambridge Examiner Report, Summer 2023

What Cambridge say…
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Key Takeaways: Descriptions

Describe images in depth Consider tone and 
atmosphere

Always save time to 
check your SPAG

Imagine you are a 
camera and consider 
the most logical route

43

Link paragraphs and 
ideas smoothly

Avoid narrative 
features like plot, 

dialogue and 
character

Five paragraph: zoom out, zoom in, change 
perspective, zoom in contrast, emotional ending



Section B
Narrative Writing
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Plot is well-defined and strongly 
developed with description, character, 
setting and effective climax

Band 6

Content and structure

Complex

Band 5
Developed

Plot is defined and developed with 
description, character, setting and 
climax

Band 3
Straightforward

Plot is straightforward with limited use 
of narrative features

Band 4
Relevant

Plot is relevant with some features of 
narrative writing, such as description, 
character, setting and climax
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Plot structure

• Introduce time, 
setting and character

• Introduce the main 
character’s 
motivation: what do 
they want?

Inciting incident
• An event that 

begins the main 
action of the plot.

• Usually an obstacle 
that prevents the 
main character 
from achieving 
what they desire.

Rising tension
• Building tension as 

the story begins to 
reach its climax

• Often has 
misunderstandings 
and conflict

Introduction
1

2
3 Climax

• The most intense or 
exciting part of the 
story

• May be physical, like 
a fight or emotional, 
like an argument or 
realisation

4
Resolution

• The conclusion of 
the story after the 
climax, often 
answering any final 
questions the story 
has not yet 
addressed

• In short stories, keep 
this brief!

5
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• Precise and effective vocabulary
• Range of sentence structures
• Almost always accurate grammar

Band 6

Style and accuracy

Consistently accurate

Band 5
Mostly accurate

• Mostly precise vocabulary
• Mostly varied sentences
• Mostly accurate grammar, some 

minor errors

Band 3
Serious errors

• Simple vocabulary and sentence 
structures

• Frequent grammar errors, some 
serious

Band 4
Frequent small errors

• Some precise vocabulary
• Some variety of sentences
• Frequent small errors
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● Don’t write the first story idea that comes to your head because 90% of the 
other stories will be very similar

● This will make your story less original and less likely to score highly for Content 
and Structure

● Take 5-8 minutes of planning time – this will be very important to have a well-
structured and original narrative

Advice – first idea is your worst idea
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● If you don’t include the narrative prompt or write a story that’s totally unrelated 
from the exam questions, you don’t get any penalty

● Therefore, don’t worry and rush to include the narrative prompt

● Take your time to produce a well-written story – that will score far higher than a 
rushed story that includes the narrative prompt

Advice – don’t stress about the prompt
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● Every story will always have a setting and characters

● You can prepare a unique setting and some interesting characters in advance, 
then apply the prompt to your ideas in the exam

● You can even have a basic story idea in your head and tweak it according to 
the exam prompt

Prepare ahead
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When writing about a character, you should consider the following:

● Appearance – What do they look like? How do they dress?

● Actions – How do they walk and move through the world? Do they smile? Do 
they frown?

● Speech – How do they speak? Quietly, loudly? Do they have an accent? Are 
they chatty or are they shy?

● Motivations – What do they care about? What drives them in life?

Characterisation
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Write a story
with the title, 
“Out of Time”.

May/June 2023 (0500/S23)
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Interesting characters

Story ideas for “Out of Time”?
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Setting refers to:

● When your story is set

● Where your story is set

It’s also important your reader understands the atmosphere of your setting 
through your use of description.

Most students seem to just set their stories in their hometown and avoid 
describing in any detail – why not pick a more unique setting?

Setting
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Write a story
with the title, 
“Out of time”.

May/June 2023 (0500/S23)



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set in 
Regency Era, Pride 
and Prejudice 
inspired

• Story always set 
within a grand 
mansion where the 
owners are poor

• Story always set in a 
grand mansion told 
from the 
perspective of a 
servant



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set in 
Tokyo from the 
perspective of a 
newly arrived 
foreigner who can’t 
speak Japanese

• Story always set in a 
ramen shop, told 
from the 
perspective of the 
shop owner who 
just observes, but 
doesn’t get involved



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set on 
New Year’s Eve 1999 
– the Millenium 
Bug!

• Story always set at 
New Year’s Eve as 
the bell chimes

• Story always set in 
UK parliament and 
features politicians 
as main characters



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set on 
the craggy 
Yorkshire moors

• Story always told by 
someone who is 
camping



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set in 
the wilderness, told 
from the 
perspective of a 
survivalist who 
believes the world 
will end

• Story always set in 
cabin in forest by a 
man who’s recently 
been heartbroken



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set in 
post-apocalyptic 
dystopian 
wasteland

• Story always set in 
an abandoned 
warehouse from the 
perspective of a 
homeless person



Story ideas for “Out of Time”?

Steal my ideas:

• Story always set in 
the middle of a 
storm or a flood
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● New speaker means a new line.

● Revise dialogue punctuation; it’s the most common error!

Most common mistake – dialogue 

“I really think you’re making a mistake,” whispered James, his eyes firmly fixed on the floor.

I paused, gritting my teeth before speaking. “What other choice do I have?”

We stood for a moment, neither of us able to meet the other’s eye, the clock’s incessant ticking the only 
noise in the room and making our silence seem all the louder.

“You could be with me!” he burst out finally. “You could say to hell with propriety, to hell with 
inheritance. Okay, you might not be Lady of the Manor any more but you could be happy. We could be 
happy. What’s the point in living in such wealth if you go to bed every night alone? Rich – certainly –
but alone.”

I shook my head, blinking back tears.

“Come be poor and happy with me, Lizzy. Be with me, Lizzy.”
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Ways in which narrative writing can be improved:

● think about how to interest and intrigue the reader in shaping your narrative

● consider imaginative ways to tell your story, apart from a chronological account

● develop your characters’ thoughts and feelings help to engage your reader; do 
not rely on events

● check your writing for errors which will affect your mark, such as basic spelling 
and punctuation mistakes

● use complicated vocabulary with precision and consider the power of simple 
words and sentences to create particular effects

- Cambridge Examiner Report, Summer 2023

What Cambridge say…
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Key Takeaways: Narratives

Build tension and mystery to 
make your climax more 

effective

Always double check 
your paragraphing: 

TiPToP

Always save time to 
check your SPAG

Avoid generic teenage 
protagonists with no 

personality

65

First idea is your 
worst idea

Dialogue: new 
speaker means a new 

paragraph

Prepare ahead by considering interesting 
settings and characters
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Find more 
like this on 
taughtly.co.uk
Video lessons, PowerPoints, 
worksheets, quizzes and more 
available on taughtly.co.uk

Free and paid for content for 
teachers and students

66
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Find me on 
Youtube
Video lessons for IGCSE First 
Language English, IGCSE 
Literature and IB English A.

Youtube.com/@Taughtly
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https://youtube.com/@Taughtly
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