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Information



FLE coursework (50%)

Portfolio of three assignments, each around 500-800 words long.

. Assignment 1: writing to discuss, argue or persuade in response to a text

. Assighment 2: writing to describe

. Assignment 3: writing to narrate
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FLE Paper 2 (50%)

A two-hour handwritten exam
. Section A: directed writing (40 marks)

Read two articles and respond to the arguments, evaluating the ideas presented
to you to create a discursive/argumentative/persuasive speech, letter or article.

. Section B: composition (40 marks)

Choice of narrative OR descriptive writing
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Why is a story like a
mountain?




Plot structure

Inciting incident

* Aneventthat
begins the main
action of the plot.

* Usually an obstacle

. that prevents the
IntrOduCtlon main character
Introduce time, from achieving

setting and character What they desire.
Introduce the main

character's

motivation: what do

they want?

Rising tension

Building tension as
the story begins to
reach its climax
Often has
misunderstandings
and conflict

A

Climax

The most intense or
exciting part of the
story

May be physical, like
a fight or emotional,
like an argument or
realisation

Resolution

The conclusion of
the story after the
climax, often
answering any final
guestions the story
has not yet
addressed

In short stories, keep
this brief!
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Content and structure

Band 6

Complex

Plot is well-defined and strongly
developed with description, character,
setting and effective climax

Band 4

Relevant

Plot is relevant with some features of
narrative writing, such as description,
character, setting and climax

Band 5
Developed

Plot is defined and developed with
description, character, setting and
climax

Band 3

Straightforward

Plot is straightforward with limited use
of narrative features
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Style and accuracy

Band 6

Consistently accurate

* Precise and effective vocabulary
* Range of sentence structures
* Almost always accurate grammar

Band 4
Frequent small errors

* Some precise vocabulary
* Some variety of sentences
* Frequent small errors

Band 5

Mostly accurate

Mostly precise vocabulary
Mostly varied sentences

Mostly accurate grammar, some
mMinor errors

Band 3

Serious errors

Simple vocabulary and sentence
structures

Frequent grammar errors, some
serious
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Exemplar



Let’s read!

. Let'sread my narrative exemplar: Race to the Top

. Aswe read, think about how it is meeting the following criteria:

Content

Engaging plot

Features of narrative
writing, such as
characterisation,
description, dialogue
and setting

Structure

Correct paragraphing

Plot is coherent: builds
towards an effective
climax

Style

Sophisticated
vocabulary used
precisely

Varied use of
punctuation

Varied sentence
openings, lengths and
constructions

Register sounds like a
story

Accuracy

Accurate spelling,
punctuation and

grammar
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Unpicking the exemplar



Identify the structure

Can you plot the structure of Race to the Top?

Introduction

Introduce time,
setting and character
Introduce the main
character's
motivation: what do
they want?

Inciting incident

An event that
begins the main
action of the plot.
Usually an obstacle
that prevents the
main character
from achieving
what they desire.

Rising tension
Building tension as
the story begins to
reach its climax
Often has
misunderstandings
and conflict

13

A

Climax

The most intense or
exciting part of the
story

May be physical, like
a fight or emotional,
like an argument or
realisation

Resolution

The conclusion of
the story after the
climax, often
answering any final
guestions the story
has not yet
addressed

In short stories, keep
this brief!
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Race to the Top

Introduction

Sammy is preparing
for the Tough Mudder
competition,
determined to win
this year after seven
previous second-place
finishes.

Inciting incident

Sammy and Benson, a
rival competitor,
exchange challenging
looks and words,
intensifying the
competition between
them.

Rising tension
The race begins and
Sammy competes to
overtake Benson,
leaving him behind.
At the muddy hill,
Sammy slips down.
Benson overtakes him
and it seems like
Benson will now win.

14

A

Climax

Benson falls and injures

himself. Sammy decides
to forfeit winning to help

Benson cross the
finishing line.

Resolution

Marie beats the men to
the finishing line but
Sammy continues
helping Benson to
cross, joking that it's the
taking part that counts
—in stark contrast to his
earlier attitude.
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Setting

« When and where is your story set?
« Whatisthe atmosphere like?
« Whatisthe weather like?

. Describe your setting briefly throughout — don't forget where your characters
are

15
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Setting - annotate

Although it was the crack of dawn, the sun was already fiercely pounding down on
the field below where the Tough Mudder competition would be held, sizzling my
skin. I hustled through the throngs of people now jostling around for a place at
the starting line, nodding hello to Marie, an athletic woman with a towering
physique, who was warming up. | elbowed, pushed and kicked until | found myself
shoulder-to-shoulder with Benson.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

16
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Characterisation

. Create realistic characters that feel like real people
o  What do they look like?
o What are their personalities?
o What motivates them?

. Real people are not perfect... so give your character a flaw!

17
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Characterisation — annotate

Tough Mudder was advertised as a fun event with a party held afterwards for
those fit enough to complete the gruelling obstacle course, but | didn't feel much
in the party mood as | weighed up Benson, now stomping his way to the starting
line. Benson's gaze met mine, an unspoken challenge that knocked away some of
my certainty. He clenched his fists, set his jaw, and smirked at me. It was a red flag
to a bull. I'd spent the past year in intensive training: weightlifting, running and

climbing. I would fling Benson from his throne without mercy — and claim my gold
medal as | did.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

18
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Dialogue

. Keep dialogue brief and purposeful

« No more than six lines in a story

. Remember you are trying to replicate real spoken language:
o Use contractions: I'm, wasn't, didn't
o Use ellipses: ...

« New speaker means a new paragraph must be started

19
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Dialogue — annotate

“Alright, Sammy,” he said, his voice like velvet, his eyebrow cocked. “Try not to feel
too bad about another loss, eh? It's the taking part that counts.”

| fumbled for something witty to say in response but came up short. “Shut up,” |
muttered.

Benson's face split into a wide grin and his eyes glittered with glee.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

20
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Description

« You are still being marked for style and use of description so use language
devices: simile, metaphor, personification

. Show don't tell

21
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Description - annotate

| leapt into the air, manoeuvring through the treacherous terrain and obstacles
with the precision of a seasoned pro, leaving Benson far behind. Years of practice
had honed my sKills, transforming me into a graceful dancer amidst the chaos. |
leapt past Marie, bounded through the obstacles, and soared through the mud.
My steps light and nimble, | glided over the mud pits, and then pirouetted over
the gorge. The next obstacle coming my way: The King of the Swingers. The ropes
and nets were no match for my trained limbs; my limbs flowed from one rope to
the next, swinging, swaying across with ease.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

22
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Tension

« Your rising tension is vital to give your climax pay off
. Rising tension creates questions or mysteries that your climax should resolve:
o  Will Sammy win this race?
o  Will Benson be able to beat him once again?
o  Will Sammy help Benson?
o How will either man react if they lose this race?

o Can their rivalry ever be resolved?

23
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Tension - annotate

| sprinted to the final obstacle: a massive, muddy hill that seemed to reach the
heavens. | hadn't expected a nhew obstacle this year and as | scrambled up the hill,
failing to find a foothold and sliding back down, before realising that someone
else was overtaking me. | saw his wiry muscles and glittering eyes as he ascended
the hill... and | slid back down again like a wet fish. Finally, finally, | found purchase
on a series of rocks obscured by the mud. | gasped for breath as | reached the
summit, my pride wounded, my victory in tatters.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

24

Copyright © 2024 taughtly.co.uk



Climax

« Your climax should be the most exciting and intense part of your story
. It should answer all or most of the questions that your story has raised:
o  Will Sammy win this race? No!
o Will Benson be able to beat him once again? No!
o  Will Sammy help Benson? Yes, begrudgingly so, but yes

o How will either man react if they lose this race? Unhappy but with
good humour

o Can their rivalry ever be resolved? It appears they might be able to
become more civil

25
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Climax - annotate

The more | considered leaving Benson, the more | knew what | had to do... but
that didn't mean | had to be happy about it. Grabbing him from under his armpit, |
yanked Benson to his feet, supporting his weight as | began to carry him half-
limping towards the checkered finish line. Our sweaty, muddy bodies hobbled

ungainly forwards, turning us into a four-legged monster. Fine, | thought, We’'ll
win this together.

Highlight and label what makes this section effective

26
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Structure

« Your climax shouldn't feel completely random — it should be a natural
progression of events

« You can drop hints or clues throughout your story to build up towards your
climax

. Forexample, | mention Marie twice before she wins the race. It therefore

becomes ironic that Sammy totally overlooked her because he was so laser-
focused on Benson he didn't see his real competition.

Do you think the exemplar was effective at dropping hints?

27
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Circular structure

. Begin and end with a similar idea or theme to bring your story to a satisfying
close

o At the start: “Alright, Sammy,” he said, his voice like velvet, his eyebrow
cocked. “Try not to feel too bad about another loss, eh? It's the taking part
that counts.”

o At the end: "Oh well,” | said, as | continued lugging us forward. “| believe
you said that it's the taking part that counts.”

Why is a circular structure an effective technique?

28
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Final tips



Key takeaways

Clarity

Is your story clear? Can a
friend summarise the
literal events?

Climax

What is your story
building to? What will the
peak of your story
mountain be?

Character

Do you have at least two
characters who are
named and described?

Add tension

There should be an
unanswered question in
your story — this will keep
your reader engaged.

30

Setting

What place is your story
set and when is it set?

Check SPAG

Always spell check,
Grammarly check and
proofread your writing.
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Find more
like this on
taughtly.co.uk

Video lessons, PowerPoints,
worksheets, quizzes and more
available on taughtly.co.uk

Free and paid for content for
teachers and students

a [t]

mg‘ﬂy Courses Resources About Me Blog

English
lessons
and
resources

Check out my free course for First
Language English IGCSE, Paper 1
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